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Sermon on the Gospel for Trinity u 
JoHn 3, 1—15. 


Among the many doctrines that distinguish the Lutheran Church 
from all other denominations, one of the most important ones is the 
doctrine concerning the holy sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. Nearly all the other churches claim and teach that these 
are mere signs and symbols of grace, that they do not impart grace 
nor work faith in the heart of man. Thus they make light of these 
holy rites which God has entrusted to His Church. The Lutheran 
Church, on the contrary, gives the sacraments their full value. It 
teaches in accordance with God’s Word that the sacraments are means 
of grace by which God imparts His grace to us, by which He works 
faith and strengthens it. 

Now there are many people in our days who think that the 
difference regarding this doctrine is of little importance, and that 
it ought not be considered a factor at all in keeping us from uniting 
with such denominations as hold and teach differently from us on 
this point. But that is not the case. The doctrine concerning the 
holy sacraments is one of the most important doctrines of our 
Christian faith. And the points in which our church differs from 
the other churches are of vital importance as to the consequences 
they carry with them. 

The doctrine of the other denominations, if we follow it up in 
its consequences, will ultimately lead us away from the doctrine 
of justification alone by faith through grace, to the assumption that 
man must help in the work of his salvation. For they claim that 
the sacraments are not means of working and strengthening faith. 
They claim that man must do something towards having faith in 
order to receive the sacraments rightly, whereas by the Lutheran 
doctrine God receives all the honor due to Him. For the Lutheran 
Church teaches that it is God who through the Word and sacraments 
works and preserves faith in our hearts, and that we do nothing 
towards our salvation. Thus the point in controversy is: Is man 
saved alone by God or by- his own works? Can man lay the corner- 
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stone of his salvation, or is it God that does it? Can man climb up 
‘to heaven, or must God come down to him? Does God present 
everything freely to us, or does He only put His seal to it after 
we have acquired it? 

That this is the case, for instance, in regard to Baptism, is ex- 
pressly stated by St. Paul, Tit. 3, 5—7: “Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” 
Here St. Paul distinctly opposes Baptism to our works of righteous- 
ness, thus proving that he who denies the saving power of Baptism 
bases salvation on man’s works and thus undermines the pillar of 
the Christian religion, justification by faith alone, through the grace 
of God. Now I ask you: Is such an error one of little or no im- 
portance so that we can afford to overlook it? Undoubtedly not. 

As to-day’s Gospel-lesson gives us an opportunity of speaking 
of the important article of Baptism, let us now inquire into it a 
little closer. Our subject, accordingly, is: 


BAPTISM THE EFFECTIVE MEANS OF REGENERATION. 


1. In its nature it always is such. 
2. It is such for us if we believe. 


ih 

Our Gospel-lesson tells us how Nicodemus, one of the sect. of 
the Pharisees, came to Christ by night in order to speak with Him 
concerning religion. The first thing that Christ says to him is this, 
“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
And when Nicodemus asks astonished, “How can a man be born 
when he is old? Can he enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born?” then Christ explains to him what He meant 
by the new birth, and how it is to be brought about. He answers, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of the 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
Here Christ plainly says that man is born again by the water and 
the Spirit. And there can be no doubt as to what He means by 
the word “water;” this can be nothing else than Baptism. Hence 
Christ, by these words, declares Baptism to be the effectual means of 
regeneration. 

Now when our Lord has spoken, it behooves us, His servants, 
to accept in silence what He says, without questioning about the 
“how” and “wherefore.” We should leave that to Him, firmly be- 
lieving that He will make His word good. Therefore Christ pro- 
ceeds immediately: “Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither 
it goeth. So is every one that is born of the Spirit.” That is to 
say: Do not go to reasoning about this new birth by water of which 
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I have been telling you just now. That would be altogether out of 
place. Even in things pertaining to this life and this world, where 
reasoning is in place, and where there are many things that we 
can understand, there are a great many difficulties which human 
reason cannot unravel. Thus, for instance, you can hear the wind 
blowing, but you cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes; 
you cannot trace it up. And so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit. That is to say, if you cannot even understand everything 
about the natural wind, then much less can you expect to under- 
stand exactly how God’s Spirit acts in the regeneration by water. 

And yet Nicodemus is not satisfied; moreover, he asks, “How 
ean these things be?” Therefore Jesus now answers him sharply: 
“Art thou a master in Israel, and knowest not these things? Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that 
we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. If I have told you 
earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you 
of spiritual things?” What Christ had been speaking to Nicodemus 
about was, as it were, an earthly thing. We all know what water 
is, and we all know what it is to be born. Hence we can easily 
form an idea from nature what it means to be born again. It 
means to be barn into a new, a spiritual life, to become a new man. 
Of course, when we inquire into how this is done, our reason and 
understanding are completely at a loss to comprehend and explain it. 
That belongs. into the sphere of the supernatural, into which our 
reason cannot penetrate. But still this doctrine is comparatively 
easy to understand when we compare it with others, such as, for 
instance, the doctrines of election and conversion. There we meet 
with seeming contradictions that we are utterly unable to reconcile. 
Here only a mystery presents itself which we cannot understand. 

Thus Christ demonstrates in our Gospel-lesson that Baptism is 
the effectual means of regeneration. And He warns us against 
“marveling at this,” against trying to inquire into the possibility or 
probability of regeneration by the water of Baptism. Oh, how these 
wiseacres of our day ought to stand abashed before the reproachful 
words of the Savior! Truly, what an arrogance to ask in the face 
of this testimony of Christ Himself: “How can these things be?” 
How can a little water, sprinkled upon the body, have such an 
effect upon an individual as to regenerate him from spiritual death 
to spiritual life? Shame on the man who pretends to be a disciple 
of Christ, and who will not take His word for it that the water in 
Baptism does regenerate, does effect the new birth! That is where 
corrupt reason leads a man who permits it to transgress its limits: 
to question and contradict the clear words of Christ. 

And in connection with this reasoning of so many in our days, 
How can simple water effect such great things? —in connection with 
this I must also call your attention to the following: Christ says to 
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Nicodemus: A man must be born again “of water and of the Spirit.” 
So the water in Baptism is not mere water at all; nay, it is the 
water through which the Spirit, the Spirit of God, works. For it 
is the water connected with God’s Word. It has God’s Word of 
command: “Go ye,” etc. It also has God’s Word of promise: “He 
that believeth,” ete. And in connection with it the Word of God 
is always used, and we know that through this Word the Holy _ 
Spirit always works upon the heart of man. Why, then, should not 
the water of Baptism, because it is connected with the Word of God 
in so many ways, have the power of regenerating a man? Ah, in- 
deed, there is a great difference between the water of Baptism and 
common water. We have an excellent illustration of this fact in 
Naaman the Syrian. He came to Elisha the prophet, desiring to 
be healed of his leprosy by him. Elisha told him to go and wash 
seven times in Jordan. Naaman at first felt insulted at this. He 
thought there were rivers in Syria that had better water than Jordan. 
But his servants finally persuaded him to follow the prophet’s behest. 
And lo! when he came out of the water the seventh time, his leprosy 
was gone. If it had not been for the word of Elisha which he had 
received from the mouth of God, this water of Jordan would have 
never cleansed Naaman from his leprosy. Thus the water of Baptism 
would not have the power of cleansing from the spiritual leprosy 
of sin if it were not connected with the Word of God. 


2; 

Thus we have seen that, as far as the intention of God is 
concerned, Baptism always is the effectual means of regeneration. 
In the second place, we shall have to learn that it is such for us if 
we believe. This is what Christ teaches in the last verses of our 
lesson, saying, “And no man hath ascended up to heaven but He that 
came down from heaven, even the Son of Man which is in heaven,” 
1. e., if it were not for His coming down from heaven to earth, no 
man could go to heaven; for He has prepared us the way thither. 
Hence also Baptism would be of no avail to us if it were not for 
Christ. And then He proceeds: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” 
With these words Christ declares faith to be the way in which we 
must be saved, and hence also the way in which Baptism becomes 
for us the means of regeneration and, consequently, of salvation. 

It is the same thing with Baptism as with the Word of God. 
Scriptures state plainly that without faith the Word of God will 
not benefit a man. Thus we read in Hebrews concerning many of 
the Israelites: “The Word preached did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it.” And yet the Bible says, 
on the other hand: “So, then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
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by the Word of God.” Thus the Word is the means of working faith, 
and yet it can be rejected by not believing it, and in this manner 
become without profit. And thus it is with Baptism: it is the 
effectual means of regeneration, and yet without faith we do not 
become partakers of this benefit. 

We must remember that the means of grace, the Word and the 
sacraments, whenever and to whomsoever they are applied and ad- 
ministered, always convey the power of working faith in the heart, 
of regenerating. Yet this power can be resisted. And by willfully 
and persistently rejecting the grace offered, a person can deprive 
himself of the same. Hence if a person is baptized without faith 
and resists the working of the Spirit, he, of course, is not born again 
by it, not because Baptism were not the washing of regeneration 
with him, but because in the stubbornness of his heart he does not 
permit it to work faith in him. Hence little children are always 
regenerated by Baptism, for they offer no willful resistance to the 
working of the Spirit. But with adults it often fails to accomplish 
this gracious purpose, because they may reject the grace by dis- 
belief. 

And alas! many, children and adults alike, who by Baptism 
have been made happy children of God, sooner or later fall out of 
grace again and thus lose the benefits which Baptism had conferred 
upon them. That is the reason why we so often notice little or no 
effects of Baptism with children. But we must not imagine that for 
this reason Baptism was lost with such persons. This annuls the 
baptismal covenant only on the part of man. Only man thus breaks 
the word which he had given. God does not violate His part of the 
covenant; He still adheres to the promise given, and is ready at 
any time to fulfill it as soon as man returns to Him. Hence you 
must never fancy that you must repeat Baptism after you have fallen 
into some gross sins and thus violated your part of the covenant. 
Nay, the baptism which you received holds good for your life, even 
though you fell a thousand times. If you only return a thousand 
times, too, God will always be ready to receive you back into His 
grace and to renew His covenant with you. 

God grant that Baptism may not be vain with any of us. . 
Amen. G. L. 


Sermon for Mission Festival. 
Cor. 4, 3. 4. 


After the annual mission festival with its customary collections 
some Christians feel:as though they had met all obligations they owe 
their missionaries. They forget that the missionaries always need 
their aid. And there is one great thing, my friend, which you can 
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do for them every passing day. And what may that be? You can 
pray for them. But is your prayer of such value to them? Most 
assuredly; else why would St. Paul repeat his plea for the prayers 
of his fellow-Christians, contained in our text, again and again in 
his epistles? And have you not read repeatedly in our various 
periodicals that your missionaries urgently ask you to remember 
them, their work, and their converts in your prayers? To impress 
-you, then, with the great importance and value of your earnest 
prayers for them, I would set before you - 


THREE PETITIONS OF CHRISTIANS FOR THEIR MISSIONARIES: 


1. That God would open unto them a door of utterance; 

2. That God would teach them to speak the mystery of Christ; 

8. That God would teach them to speak the mystery of Christ 
as they ought to speak it. 


1. 


In the verse preceding our text, Paul had admonished the 
Colossians to be diligent in prayer. Then he continues in our text: 
“Withal ... for us.” He pleads with them never to forget to in- 
clude their missionaries in their prayers. And their first petition 
is to be, “That God... utterance.” If doors are to be opened to 
the missionaries, then there must be certain doors that are closed 
to them so that they are unable to find an occasion to preach the 
‘Gospel. These doors are closed so tightly that God must open them, 
and God alone can do so. 

The missionaries, in performing their God-given duties, must 
contend with numerous obstacles. Fevers and other diseases often 
hinder them. In New Guinea, Lutheran missionaries so suffered on 
account of malaria that strong men had no more than the strength 
of a boy after such a siege. Many a missionary has thus sacrificed 
his health and was an invalid for the remainder of his life. In other 
places missionaries are murdered. On the island of Erromanga, in 
the New Hebrides group, three missionaries, John Williams and the 
two Gordon brothers, met death at the hand of the natives before 
John Robertson gained a footing. Some localities are forbidden 
country to missionaries. Hans Schreuder, the Norwegian, waited 
eight years and traveled thousands of miles before he gained ad- 
mission into Zululand. To this day Thibet, with its tens of thou- 
sands of heathen, remains a forbidden country to all foreigners. 
Often the missionaries see the labors of many years suddenly cut 
short. In Madagascar, where the Norwegians had baptized over 
30,000 persons within twenty-five years, their mission compounds 
were suddenly destroyed by the hostile government. The work among 
Mohammedans is so very difficult since they persecute every person 
most cruelly who dares to renounce Islamism with its abominations, 
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and to accept the Christian faith. When missionaries come face 
to face with appalling conditions and find poor pagans actually 
living like beasts, gratifying the vilest lusts of the flesh, and in 
dense barbarism, they are at a loss first how they are ever to find 
a door of utterance. Our missionaries frequently encounter sus- 
picions, our opponents having warned-the people against us and 
having accused us Missourians of bald Calvinism, of extreme regid- 
ness in doctrine and discipline, and what not. 

One of the most grievous obstacles to the spread of the Christian 
faith is the example set before the heathen by godless tradesmen, 
sailors, soldiers, travelers, and other foreigners who frequent their 
cities. Evil has been the influence of the traffic in opium, liquor, 
and human labor carried on by foreigners. But with these men, 
at the same time, living lives of greed and vice before the heathen, 
in utter defiance of every principle of the Christian religion, and 
far outnumbering the missionaries, it is not surprising that they often 
find the door of utterance closed to them. Flierl and Tremel on 
New Guinea were always happy when the white men had left their 
island, when their ships had passed away from view. In Godthaab, 
the field of Hans Egede’s labors, certain merchants gained such a 
bad reputation that an Eskimo remarked, It would be well to send 
angekutten, 2. e., heathen priests and sorcerers, to Europe to teach 
Europeans better morals. 

But even after such and similar obstacles have been removed, 
there is one more door that remains tightly closed. It is bolted with 
a thousand bolts, sealed with a thousand seals. You could not burst 
it with all the dynamite in the world. This door is the human heart. 
As long as the Gospel has not conquered the heart, man is either 
so self-righteous, or he is given to his lusts to such a degree, that 
no power of man can open the door of the heart. As little as the 
Ethiopian can change his skin and the leopard his spots, so little, 
and much less, can man, dead in trespasses and sin, change his 
sinful heart. | 

In the face of such difficulties it often happens that mis- 
sionaries labor many years in vain. The European pioneers in 
Tahiti labored seventeen long years; Hans Schreuder, seven years 
among the Zulus; Missionary Moe of Hermannsburg, fourteen years 
at Ehlanzeni, South Africa; six workers of Neuendettelsau, six years 
among the Papuans of New Guinea; and in each case these devoted 
men saw no tangible results of their labors and prayers. After nine 
years of hard work among the Maori of New Zealand Missionary 
Dierks wrote home: “We cannot describe how much we must suffer. 
How gladly would I preach if I could only accomplish something; 
but I have only four persons in my audience!’ 

This ought to be sufficient to convince you forever that your 


88 SERMON FOR MISSION FESTIVAL. 
prayers for your missionaries are absolutely necessary. They have 
tedious battles to fight. Do pray for them that the Lord might open 
unto them a great door of utterance, as He did for St. Paul at 
Ephesus, that He might open unto them ever new doors of utterance. 
The devil and his devoted bride, the godless world, hate the Gospel 
with intense hatred. Both are a unit in their opposition and hatred 
to your missionaries as well. But if these two confederates so loyally 
support each other in their determined opposition to the Gospel, should 
not you champion the cause of your missionaries all the more faith- 
fully and pray fervently that the Lord might grant them one victory 
upon the other that one might see that God is Lord in Zion? 

Your prayers are not in vain. You have the promise: “The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” You 
have the additional promise that the Word of the Lord shall not 
return unto Him void, but that it shall prosper whereunto He hath 
sent it. The history of missions proves this. What splendid triumphs 
did the Gospel win in Paul’s day, in a heathen world that was rotten 
to the core! Think of the thousands that have been won in India 
ever since the beginning of the eighteenth century, since the days 
of Ziegenbalg, Pluetschau, Schwartz, and Fabricius! Think of the 
marvelous victories the Gospel won in the South Sea Islands over 
people who were once reputed to be among the most cruel and 
degraded of all savages. The tribes of Hawaii were fast being 
decimated, infanticide and unmentionable diseases exacting a fear- 
ful toll, when Titus Coan rescued them from utter extinction through 
the Gospel. What miraculous changes have been wrought on the 
Fiji Islands! How signally was the work of John Paton blessed! 
And James Chalmers, “the Greatheart of New Guinea,” what sweet 
fruits of his labors did he see before he died a martyr! Yea, to 
this very day you are still hearing and reading that your prayers 
for missions are crowned with the richest blessings. 

But God must do more for your missionaries. After He has 
opened a door of utterance unto them, He must teach them “to speak 
the mystery of Christ.” 


2. 


(Text.) The mystery of Christ is not the Law; for the Law, 
because it is written in man’s heart, is not a mystery to the heathen. 
They know that they should be good and do good, not steal nor 
murder, and so forth. Least of all could you call the Law a 
mystery of Christ. It knows absolutely nothing of Christ, and holds 
out no hope to sinners. Curses and condemnation is all it has for 
sinners. 

The Gospel is the mystery of Christ. Hence Paul, in Ephesians, 
speaks of it as “the mystery of the Gospel.” It alone tells us about 
Christ, about His suffering and death for the salvation of a sin- 
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. defiled world. Take Christ out of the Gospel and it would be like 
an empty shell. 

This Gospel is indeed a mystery, a profound mystery. Its secrets 
are more hidden and unfathomable to natural man than all of the 
secrets of the deepest depths of the Pacific. Even though he may 
have heard it with his ears, yet he is utterly unable to measure 
any of its depths, or breadths, or lengths. It far transcends his 
reason even in its simplest truths. Paul calls it the mystery which 
was “kept secret” and “was hid in God” from the beginning of the 
world. And because this Gospel is a revelation from above, the 
Savior says it is given unto us to know the mystery of the kingdom 
of heaven. Aye, given! If it were not given, we would still be in 
gross spiritual darkness. We Christians know only too well what a 
mystery of godliness, without controversy great, the Gospel is, what 
an endless struggle it is to bring into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ. Again and again would our proud reason 
make us believe that the Gospel of the crucified Christ is downright 
foolishness. | ; 

Because the Gospel is so great a mystery, God must teach His 
messengers to speak the mystery of Christ. He must open the door 
of utterance, He must also open their lips. You might ask, Have 
not our missionaries had a theological training? Should they not be 
able to speak the mystery of Christ at least? What the text says, 
stands firm, no matter how learned they may be. Are you not aware 
at times that you ought to speak for Christ, and yet your lips re- 
main sealed? It might not be the fear of men.in every instance that 
seals your lips. It is because you failed to ask God in humble 
prayer to open your lips at the right time. 

It is not a small task for our young men to go out into the 
distant mission fields, like outposts of an army, far from home and 
comforts, to contend with hardships and cruel disappointments. They 
frequently feel like Moses when he was to speak before Pharaoh. 
‘They complain of being slow of speech and of a slow tongue, and 
would say with Jeremiah, “Ah, Lord God, behold, I cannot speak; 
for I am a child.” When they see that the precious Gospel, which 
they esteem so highly and which is the source of all their hope, meets 
with open hostility, they become faint-hearted. Almost despondent, 
they would cry out, “Since I spake, . .. the Word of the Lord 
was made a reproach unto me and a derision daily. Every one 
mocketh me.” 

But a preacher should not become discouraged. He impresses 
people as if he were not quite certain about his message, or did not 
believe it. If he is not enthused, how can he enthuse others? The 
devil rejoices over his timidity. Therefore, sustain your missionaries 
with your prayers! Imitate the example of the first Christians at 
Jerusalem, who, when their preachers suffered persecution, united in 
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the prayer: “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings and grant 
unto Thy servants that with all boldness they may speak Thy Word.” 

But God must do even more for your missionaries. He must 
teach them also to speak the mystery of Christ as they ought to 
speak it. 

3. 

(Text.) St. Paul wrote and spoke by the inspiration of God. 
Notwithstanding this, he asks the Christians at Colossae to pray that 
God might open his lips and teach him to speak as he ought. 

Now, how ought our missionaries to speak? Calm in storms, 
fearless under menace and frowns, they should speak the Gospel 
boldly. No dangers, nothing, should discourage or halt them in 
doing it. Privations, discomforts, and sorrows should not rob them 
of their good spirits. Their words should come from their inmost 
heart, from the depths of their soul. They must speak as if they 
were standing on a high mountain, and as if all the world must 
hear them, even though all the world should seem to refuse to hear 
them. They should be fully convinced that they are proclaiming 
the living Word of the living God. 

To speak as they ought, they must also speak with confidence, 
firmly assured that the Gospel will eventually be accepted by some, 
yea, that the Gospel will be a source of rich blessings, even when, 
according to our observations, nothing of the kind could be noticed, 
and apparently the very contrary might be expected. 

To speak as they ought, they must also declare the whole counsel 
of God, not being ashamed to utter even those truths which seem 
most foolish to the worldly wise and the great of this world. They 
must not then make apologies for the Gospel, nor strive to make it 
harmonize with the reason of man. They are not called to defend, 
but to preach, the Gospel, and to do it in clear, simple, straight- 
forward language, so that all that hear them may understand what 
they are talking about. 

In preaching the heavenly truths, missionaries must also adapt 
themselves to their surroundings. They come in contact with people 
of various types and races, with manifold peculiarities in speech 
and custom, with very strange notions. To understand these people, 
to preach the Gospel to them so that they can most readily grasp 
it, that is the wisdom which God must teach them. How much 
thoughtful meditation does it often require to make the great truths 
concerning man’s salvation clear to some people! They are truly 
infants in knowledge, and their language is often exceedingly crude, 
lacking terms for even the simplest things. Your missionaries among 
the deaf-mutes know of these difficulties, 

Our missionaries should indeed speak with fervency and ex- 
hibit a divine zeal. That is well and good. But some lack wisdom 
in their zeal. And that is not well and good. By their untimely 
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zeal their best attempts might be foiled. God must, therefore, fill 
them with the right kind of zeal if they are to speak as they ought. 

Like St. Paul, our missionaries must learn to be made all things 
to all men. That does not mean that they must please all people 
and be popular. There is a certain preacher who is the greatest 
that ever lived and who, nevertheless, did not satisfy all people. 
He always spoke as He ought to speak. “No man ever spake like 
this man.” And even though He thrilled thousands with His ser- 
mons, yet He was nailed to a cross. You know Him, your Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Hence your missionaries can do no more 
than adapt themselves in all their words and actions to their sur- 
roundings, as far as this can be done in keeping with divine truth 
and good judgment. 

From what has been said you must infer that God alone can 
teach your missionaries to speak the mystery of Christ as they ought. 
Forget them not, therefore, in your prayers! And the same Lord 
who once called those plain and unlettered men of Galilee into His 
service and filled them with wisdom so that they spoke as they ought 
before men and women of all ranks and in all walks and conditions 
of life, I say, the same Lord is able to do the same thing to-day. He 
takes the plainest of tools and makes powerful instruments of them 
to the glory of His name. 

May you have learned to-day that your prayers for your mis- 
sionaries should never cease. When Luther says he would much 
prefer to have the armies of the world against him than the prayers 
of the Christians, he would have us understand that we can accom- 
plish more with the prayers of the Christians than with the armies 
of the world. To be sure, with our prayers we can conquer the 
legions of hell and help our missionaries to win their battles against 
the kingdom of darkness. May God, therefore, sanctify us with 
His Spirit and grant unto us the gift of ceaseless and fervent 
prayer. Amen. Or Gras i: 


er + ee 


Installation Sermon. 
2 Tm. 4, 1-5. 


In Curist BELovep : — 


By a special dispensation of the grace of God we are met to- 
gether here this evening. An hour of holy rejoicing, paired with 
deep earnestness, has united us in this service. The Lord and Head 
of His Church had put you of to a severe test. For six months 
He had left you without a pastor, a shepherd of your souls. Many 
and sore were the trials consequent upon the vacancy. Desertions, 
and what not, were threatening because of the lack of the wise 
pastoral hand. But now there is rejoicing in , and songs of 
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praise resound within her walls. For God has heard the prayers of 
His people, and in His great goodness has again set for a 
bishop and a steward of His mysteries. 

As such welcomes you, brother, to-night in the name of 
the Lord. And, rejoicing with our sister, we, the pastors and mem- 
bers of the household of faith in our city, heartily bid you Godspeed 
as a helper of her joy. Yea, may the bond with which God by His 
divine call has bound you and together, and which to-night is 
to receive the public confirmation of the Church of Christ, ever 
grow stronger through the faith and love in Christ Jesus until God, 
after His divine wisdom, does you part. 

However, paired with the holy joy over this happy union is a 
deep earnestness. The one question at the bottom of all hearts as- 
sembled here is: What are to be the relations between and 
the new pastor? ’Tis true, these relations have been clearly defined, 
on the basis of the Word of God and the Confessions of our beloved 
Lutheran Church, in the diploma of call issued to the pastor. But 
are they to hold good? Is the governing principle to be carried out 
to the iota? The congregation, , which extended the call by the 
divine rights vested in her, wants to be assured publicly and so have 
the pastor charged. And, before he is publicly installed in office, 
the pastor who, under divine guidance, has accepted the call wants 
to know, and would have all the world hear, what he is charged with. 

Both, you beloved members of and you, dear brother in 
office, have requested me to deliver this charge to the pastor. Relying 
on the grace of God for the right words in this hour, I proceed 
to do your bidding. In so doing, I take recourse to the only safe 
guide in matters spiritual, to the Word of God. And I find there 
the very thing you ask for, a charge to a pastor given by the Holy 
Ghost through the pen of St. Paul, the apostle of Jesus Christ. 
Speaking, then, in the name of the Lord for and on your own 
request, I now present to you, dear brother: 


THE CHARGE TO THE CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 
1. His commission, and 2. His reward. 


1. 

Commissions are given to officers both in the world and in the 
Church, St. Paul has a preference for styling pastors, the ministers 
of Christ, as officers in the Church militant. Even when speaking 
of himself, he triumphs as such an officer: “I have fought a good 
fight.” And as he stood in the battle against the kingdom of dark- 
ness, even so would he have every minister of Christ stand and 
do battle against the principalities of this world for Christ and His 
Church. In our text he so charges Timothy, his spiritual son and 
at the time pastor and bishop of the Ephesian church. And this 
charge is a charge to every Christian minister, for it is a charge 
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“given by inspiration of God.” It is, therefore, a charge also for 
you, my brother, in this present hour as you are about to publicly 
enter upon the ministry of this congregation. For you and your 
congregation, as well as I and the host of Lutherans, members of 
the true visible Church of God on earth, standing upon the Con- 
fessions of the Lutheran Church, thereby stand upon this one prin- 
ciple, upon the infallible Word of God as the only source of doctrine’ 
and the only rule of faith and life. To it we look for guidance, to 
it we are willing to be bound; and none more so than we who are 
officers of the Church, ministers of Jesus Christ to the individual 
congregations. 

As such, my brother, let me again read to you your charge: 
Vv. la—5a. The charge is as clear as a charge needs be. This 
divine document of your commission as a minister leaves no doubt 
as to its meaning. Every sentence, every word, defines your authority 
and your obligations so exactly and so beyond all misinterpretation 
that I need not, yea, dare not undertake to throw more light upon it. 
I would but seem as one holding a candle-light into the glaring sun. 
Human evaporations could only dim the light which in our text 
shows the Christian minister his duty. All we are to do is to 
simply make the application, each minister of Christ in his individual 
congregation. ; 

“Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season:” thus, 
brother, runs your commission in general. That is sum and sub- 
stance of a Christian minister’s commission, to preach the Word. 
Therefore, proclaim, cry out aloud with all fervency, in all bold- 
ness, with a stout heart. Let your voice penetrate to every home 
of your parish, to the innermost chambers of your congregation 
members. And what is it that they are to hear from you? It is, 
in short, “the Word.” Not political issues, not social questions, not 
the events of the day, which things so many so-called preachers 
deliver themselves of with great trumpery and pomp, are to be the 
themes of your discourses. For such things God needs no divinely 
appointed ministers. Such things profit not unto the salvation of 
souls, the one great object of the Christian ministry. The Christian 
minister is not to gaze up to the stars, nor to dig into the bowels 
of the earth, nor to listen to the air-waves of popular sentiment for 
a theme to preach on. God, in whose name the minister is to speak, 
has Himself prepared the message for His messenger. “Preach the 
Word!” that is the clear injunction to the minister. Mark well! 
You are not to preach on the Word or about the Word; your com- 
mission reads explicitly: “Preach the Word!” The Word, the whole 
Word, and nothing but the Word, must be the beginning, middle, 
and end of your every message. — Thus, then, brother, “preach the 
Word,” the Law and the Gospel. Rightly divide the Word of Truth. 
Wield the Law as a hammer against the rocks of hearts hardened 
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in their sins, crushing them in true repentance over their trans- 
gressions. And again, “preach the Word;” above all, sound forth 
the blessed Gospel that “Jesus sinners doth receive,” thus as a true 
physician of the Lord laying on the balm in Gilead to the healing 
of the wounded and the strengthening of that which has become 
weak.— And in this you dare not lag; you must “be instant in 
season, out of season.” No matter what the world may think of you 
and your message; no matter whether great or small numbers form 
your audiences; no matter whether people tire of being constantly 
hammered with the Law or become surfeited with the sweetness of 
the Gospel; no matter what your personal inclinations at times may 
be, —tire not, flinch not, waver not; “preach the Word!” 

However, your commission, broad as it starts out, enjoins upon 
you also particular applications of the Word. The Christian minister 
is charged with the Word not only in wholesale, but also in retail, 
is not to preach to the masses only, but also to come down to the 
individual soul, not only in the open, but also in private. “Reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine:” thus your com- 
mission runs on. When error endangers the soul, reprove; when sin 
ensnares the unwary, rebuke; when indifference makes the Chris- 
‘tian indolent to hear and to do the Word, exhort! Ah, here it is, 
in the care for the individual members of his flock, that the real 
proof of the pastor lies. And oh, how wearing this pastoral work is! 
What wisdom it requires; what anguish of the heart, what fervent 
prayers it causes! How many a one has already become lame in the 
battle, has lost all patience in the difficulties arising, and has either 
forsaken his office altogether, or taken refuge to his own reason and 
strength to overcome the hindrances which to his mind the Word 
could not cope with. Brother, from your experience of many years 
in this pastoral work you understand why your commission enjoins 
upon you to do your pastoral work “with all long-suffering and 
doctrine,” with enduring meekness and patience, ever falling back 
upon the Word as the only means for reproving error, rebuking 
wrongdoing, and exhorting to all good works. 

In the Word, in the preaching of the Word, in general and in 
particular, the work of the Christian minister must center. This is 
extremely necessary at all times, but especially so in our days, on 
account of the dangers to a pure ministry because of the spirit of 
the times. Let us read on: “For the time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall 
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” 
‚Can you find a more graphic description of the conditions prevailing 
at the present day in the Church at large and in many so-called 
congregations in particular? “Sound doctrine’ —I seem to see a 
contemptuous smile pass over the face of modern Christendom at the 
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very mention of the words. “Sound doctrine” has become a byword 
even with many that sail under the name “Lutheran.” “Their own 
lusts,” which tickle their reason and make their ears itch, have be- 
come, with so many would-be Christians, the determining principle 
of teachings and doctrines. Sneering at a divine guidance in the 
matter of calling a minister, they “heap unto themselves teachers,” 
scour the country, yea, the world for teachers that will satisfy their 
itching ears with so-called popular addresses and lectures filled with 
anything and everything except the Word of God. O the snare of 
popularity! A snare for the pastor, a snare for the people! For 
“they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables.’ We behold this going on day by day. Therefore, 
brother, let us be fearful of the spirit of the times; let us beware 
of the pitfalls of so-called popularity! 

“But watch thou in all things!” Watch, study the times; be 
alert to the dangers of the spirit of the times, with especial regard 
to your congregation; “preach the Word,” and “so do the work of 
-an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry!” 


2. 


Brother, in so doing the work of a Christian minister in all 
conscientiousness, you will have to tax to its uttermost your every 
faculty of body, mind, and soul. Yes, to execute the duties and 
fulfill the commission of the Christian ministry is strenuous work, 
indeed. In truth, I dare say, there is among men none that works 
harder than a conscientious minister of Christ. And what is his 
reward? Brother, what are to be the returns for you in your en- 
suing grinding labors in your congregation? 

In delivering the charge to you, I must also speak of this. 
You most certainly expect me to do so. I beg not to be misunder- 
stood. God forbid that I should cast the slightest shadow of that 
mercenary spirit upon you in which, once upon a time, Peter, much 
to his sorrow, addressed the Savior, saying, “Behold, we have for- 
saken all and followed Thee; what shall we have therefor?” No, 
we ministers of Christ have learned to leave the questions of dollars 
and cents, of the necessities and commodities of living, to the Lord 
and our congregations, resting fully assured that they will settle 
these questions between themselves to full satisfaction. 

And how foolish, indeed, of the Christian minister to look for 
worldly gain through his ministry! Look at the charge in our text. 
Not a word of temporal emoluments is to be found there. The 
Christian ministry is not to be a sinecure, but hard labor. And the 
returns? How strange! When telling him what to expect from his 
untiring watch and work for his church, St. Paul tells Timothy, 
“Endure afflictions!” Why aftlictions? and afflictions as a reward? 
How can that be? Brother, as a minister you are an officer of 
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Christ in that continual spiritual warfare against the Prince of 
Darkness and his kingdom. What a poor excuse of an officer were . 
he who would lie down in the shade and feed on the fat of the 
land, intent on saving himself, and indifferent whether the battles 
of his master were won or lost! Every true minister of Christ stands 
his ground where his Master has put him; he is foremost in the 
fray. And what, then, could you expect but that the devil and his 
forces give battle in return, make their onslaughts, aiming first of 
all at the officer of Christ? And the true officer endures the affliction. © 
‘It is to him a divine satisfaction to be made the target of the hellish 
foe and his allies. Afflictions are the highest reward the Christian 
minister looks for on the part of the enemy; he glories in them 
because the Lord deems him worthy of such afflictions, of bearing 
the brunt of the battle; they are to him a testimony of his work. 
Moreover, in such afflictions the Christian minister is conscious 
that he is not battling in a lost cause; he knows his work in the 
Lord is not in vain. He is doing the work of an “evangelist.” 
Brother, this in itself is reward enough for all your work and trials 
and afflictions to know that you are the messenger of God, the 
revealer of that mystery which had been hidden from ages and from 
generations, the preacher of that Gospel which is a power unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth, and which shall save immortal 
souls also in this congregation. Who can compare with you? King- 
doms vanish, empires decay, but the kingdom for which you stand, 
in whose cause you sacrifice your all, shall endure in time and 
eternity. O the reward in the consciousness of being an evangelist 
and of giving full proof of your ministry to the saving of souls! 
But, brother, that is not all. Christ does not reward His serv- 
ants with vain glory, does not discharge them with empty hands. 
When your allotted time in the work for Christ’s kingdom on earth 
will have come to an end, when your last battle will have been 
fought, and the final afflictions will have been endured, your charge 
will end “before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom.” O a 
thousand woes upon him who then will not be able to give full 
proof of his ministry, who, instead of having done the work of an ~ 
evangelist, has proved himself a deceiver, having preached to tickle 
the ears of his people, and has caused them to turn from the truth, 
given them an excuse to do after their own lusts, and thus has led 
them, instead.of to heaven, to hell. — But oh, your grand vindication 
after a faithful service in the Lord! When your record will be 
probed, behold, also they from this congregation, sainted through 
your ministry, will appear in your behalf and give testimony before 
the eternal Judge of your faithfulness to their salvation. And the 
Judge will be at hand with His kingdom, and He, the Lord Jesus - 
Christ, in whom you have believed, to whom you have in true 
allegiance dedicated yourself, body and soul, will say unto you: 
“Well done, thou good and faithful servant! Thou hast been faith- 
ful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord!” Therefore, once more, in the 
name of the Lord, in the name of His Church, in the name of this 
your congregation: “I charge thee, preach the Word ... make full 
proof of thy ministry.” Amen. W. Broecker. 


